


Rachlin Architects was
commissioned by the 
Los Angeles Unified

School District to design a
25,500-square-foot learning
center that includes a multi-
purpose room to accommodate
student and local community
functions, 10 classrooms for
250 students, a library, food
service facilities, and adminis-
trative offices. The Dena New
Primary Center also had to
reflect the client’s educational
program and their desire to
break up a large, impersonal
school into settings that are
manageable for teachers and
students. Their goal was to
allow the existing overcrowded
school to discontinue its year-
round track and return to a
traditional track. 

The firm responded by cre-
ating a colorful, inspiring pri-
mary center, which opened its
doors in fall 2005—the first
primary school built in 50
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3635 Hayden Ave.
Culver City, CA 90232
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Michael Rachlin, AIA
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DESIGN TEAM

Michael Rachlin, AIA,
Principal-in-Charge

Richard Ingrassia, AIA,
Architect

Armando Lopez, Architect

Ken Stein, AIA, Architect

OWNER/CLIENT

Los Angeles Unified 
School District
Los Angeles, CA

Patricia Romero, Principal
(323) 981-0225

Type of School and 
Grades Served:
Elementary School, K-2

Capacity: 250 students

Size of Site: 2.9 acres

Area of Building: 
25,500 square feet

Volume of Building: 
255,000 cubic feet

Space per Student: 
102 square feet

Cost per Student: $34,000

Square Foot Cost: $333

Construction Cost: 
$8.5 million

Total Project Cost: 
$8.5 million

Contract Date: September 2001

Completion Date: October 2005

Percent of Completion: 100%

Dena New Primary Center
Los Angeles, California
Rachlin Architects Incorporated
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School, Community Center/
Joint Use Facilities

New Construction

E A R L Y  C H I L D H O O D  S C H O O L / C E N T E R

CHILDREN AT PLAY IN THE COURTYARD

CANOPY IN FRONT OF THE MULTIPURPOSE/KITCHEN BUILDING
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MULTIPURPOSE ROOM INTERIOR




	06a - 2007 Learning by Design - Dena Cover
	06b - 2007 Learning by Design - Dena



